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Gowrie Group, New England’s most prominent insurance agency and 
the nation’s largest independent marine insurance agency, is proud to 
announce their support of the 27th Storm Trysail Club Block Island 
Race Week (BIRW). Gowrie Group is pleased to be a Bronze Sponsor 
and the Daily Weather Sponsor, in partnership with North Sails.  

Given Gowrie Group’s deep marine roots, it is no surprise that seven of 
Gowrie’s 175 employees are involved in this year’s BIRW – both on the 
race course and providing marketing/sponsorship support: 
 

• Carter Gowrie, CEO & Founder of Gowrie Group, will be racing with Tom Lee in the Multihull Class, on his 
Gunboat 55.  

• Skip Young, President of Gowrie Group’s Benefits Division, will be at the helm of Dragonfly, a J-133.   
• Tom Davidson, one of Gowrie's Employee Benefits experts, is crewing for Skip aboard Dragonfly.   
• Mark Gargula, one of Gowrie’s Yacht Insurance experts from the Newport Office, will be on the race 

course for a few days and greeting sailors and Gowrie clients at the Wednesday, June 26th “Gowrie-Day” 
race party.  

• John Fisher, President and Principal of Gowrie’s Personal Insurance Division (and past commodore and 
longtime board member of Storm Trysail Foundation), will be racing on Skye, a Farr-395, in the 
Performance Cruising Spinnaker Class.   

• Anne Fisher, a member of Gowrie’s Marine Insurance Department, will be supporting the Gowrie brand 
on “Gowrie-Day.”  

• Whitney Peterson, Gowrie Group’s SVP of Marketing, is working behind the scenes to activate Gowrie’s 
sponsorship of BIRW. 

 
Gowrie Group’s long-term involvement with Block Island Race Week spans almost 5 decades and many different 
capacities. Gowrie’s involvement began back in 1971 when Carter Gowrie first raced in the event with Bruce 
Lockwood on Arrow, a CC-35. From 1999 to 2017, John Fisher served the event in a variety of race management 
roles, including event chair, shore-side logistics, and event management, along with serving as a flag officer for 
Storm Trysail from 2003 to 2008. For the past several years, Gowrie has had the privilege of bringing expert 
weather forecasts to all the racers, as the Weather Sponsor.  

Gowrie Group is also proud to insure many of the yachts racing in BIRW, along with the clubs/organizations that 
the sailors represent. For BIRW 2019, Gowrie Group insures more than 25 % of the 125 registered yachts. More 
than 65% of the sailing organizations and clubs that the skippers represent are insured through Gowrie Group's 
Burgee Insurance Program. 

Gowrie Group looks forward to “Gowrie-Day”, which this year falls on Wednesday, June 26th. Gowrie will be 
awarding the daily race prizes and be holding a raffle for a Helly Hansen sailing sport duffle-backpack. Be sure to 
stop by the race party to enter to win! The entire Gowrie Group team wishes all of the racers and regatta 
management team good luck, fair winds, and a fabulous week on Block Island! Thank you to Storm Trysail and all 
the sponsors for supporting BIRW 2019. 
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Gowrie Group. Always on Watch. As one of the nation's Top 50 independent insurance agencies and the largest independent marine 
insurance group in the US, Gowrie Group provides total risk management services to individuals and organizations with complex insurance 
needs. Gowrie Group offers comprehensive insurance solutions matched with trusted advice and a commitment to service excellence. Gowrie 
Group's portfolio of offerings includes commercial, home/auto, equine, marine, and yacht insurance, as well as employee benefits solutions 
and safety services. The company's 175+ professionals serve clients across the US from offices in Westbrook CT, Darien CT, Newport RI, 
Annapolis MD, and Marshfield MA. For more information visit www.gowrie.com or call 800.262.8911.    
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